
        
  
 
         March 23, 2011 
Minister Steve Thomson 
Minister of Forest, Lands and Natural Resource Operations, 
PO Box 9060 Stn. Prov. Govt. 
Victoria, BC V8W 9M9 
 
 
Dear Minister Thomson, 
 
Re: Caring For Cultus Lake 
 
Issue: To protect the Cultus Lake watershed, an environmental assessment is needed due 
to gravel extraction exceeding permitting on Vedder Mountain.  
 
Background: 
The January 26, 2011 meeting of the Cultus Lake Aquatic Stewardship Strategy [CLASS 
*See  CLASS details at the end of this letter] included a presentation by Victor Froese 
of Yarrow, representing the Vedder Mountain Preservation Group [VMPG].  Mr. Froese 
provided the following amounts [see attachment] of over-mining of gravel by Kirkness 
Pacific Holdings [KPH] in excess of 250,000 tonnes for 2007, 2008 and four months of 
2010: 
 2007 – 107,936 cu m x 2.41 = 260,126.15 tonnes which exceeds the limit by  
 20,126 tonnes 
 2008 – 236,463.90 cu m x 2.41 = 569,878 tonnes which exceeds the limit by 
 319,878 tonnes 
 June 24, 2010 to September 30, 2010 – 234,682.98 cu m x 2.41 = 565,585.98 
 tonnes which in four months exceeds the annual limit by 315,585 tonnes 
 
No other City of Chilliwack information has been made public. 
 
CLASS feels that given the amount of gravel extraction exceeding permitting, and 
observation of events that are explained below, there needs to be an extensive 
environmental impact assessment. Initially, there must have been sound reasons for the 
Ministry requiring an environmental assessment for gravel mining over 250,000 tonnes 
annually. What were the reasons and why are they being ignored? 
 
Recent History of Geological Changes on Vedder Mountain   
 
A. Effects of geological changes on Vedder Mountain that could be reasonably 
attributed to activity on the KPH Gravel Pit property: 
 
1. In January of 2009, heavy rains melted two feet of snow and frozen ground.  A 
landslide from KPH property on Parmenter Road plugged Hatchery Creek and flooded 
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Columbia Valley Highway.  The highway became covered with gravel, blocking the only 
exit from Cultus Lake and Columbia Valley for about 1½ days.  The highway pavement 
was undermined and the Ministry of Transport had to repair it.  Approximately 2500 
cubic meters of gravel from the KPH property was deposited in the Cultus Lake Park 
forest east of Columbia Valley Highway.    
 
2. During heavy rains, Hatchery Creek that runs through the KPH property and exits into 
Sweltzer Creek, turns milky with fine particles.   Sediments in the water are a threat to 
fish and fish eggs where Hatchery Creek enters Sweltzer Creek immediately below the 
DFO fish counting gate. 
 
B. Effects of geological changes on Vedder Mountain that could be partially 
attributed to activity on the KPH Gravel Pit property: 
 
1. In the flooding of January 2009, Cultus Lake Park Board staff worked in excess of 24 
hours to monitor a waterfall and remove 60 truckloads of gravel [720 cubic meters] from 
this waterfall immediately above Cultus Lake westside residential properties.  According 
to Ministry of Forests, most of the water and gravel came from an old clear cut 
immediately below KPH but the ground is so congested with invasive blackberry cover 
that it is impossible to ascertain the source of the gravel. Had the gravel flow been 
undetected, the 60 truckloads of gravel would have caused extensive damage to at least 
five homes [some with year-round residents], possibly covered Lakeshore Dr. and 
plugged Sweltzer Creek, effectively damming the only outlet of Cultus Lake.   
 
2. Further, a large cut [about 55 meters long and up to 7 meters deep and 4 meters wide] 
was formed below the entrance to KPH entrance in the Cultus Lake Park forest. 
Approximately 1500 cubic meters of gravel from the cut was deposited in the Cultus 
Lake Park forest across the road from West Main Beach parking lot.   About half of the 
floodwater came from KPH while the other half came from plugged Forest Service Road 
culverts.  Most or all of the deposited gravel came from the large flood-formed cut in the 
Cultus Lake Park forest.  
  
3. In the last one to two years, new small running creeks have appeared in the Cultus 
Lake Park forested area.  The largest running creek is now about one meter wide and 
actively runs during the rainy season.  In the past three months, a smaller creek has 
started nearby this one and is running down a trail.  In the past six weeks, a small creek 
appeared in the west Main Beach parking lot. This necessitated Cultus Lake Park 
Maintenance to install drainage rock to eliminate flooding in the parking lot, thus 
allowing the creek to drain into Sweltzer Creek.  Further, four very small running creeks, 
about six inches across, have recently appeared on a trail near the Cultus Lake Park 
reservoir, about one kilometer west of the Main Beach area.  Below these new creeks, 
one homeowner has had to build a 20-foot cement wall behind the house in the last two 
years due to increased leaking into the back yard. 
 
 
 



Request: 
 
We request an Environmental Impact Assessment of KPH Vedder Mountain gravel 
operations as required for annual gravel mining over 250,000 tonnes. The total amount of 
Vedder Mountain gravel deposited in Cultus Lake Park as a result of the January 2009 
flooding totalled about 4720 cubic meters of gravel [see A1, B1, B2 above], compared to 
about 36 cubic meters from each of the 2004 and 1989 “floods”.  The area is 
geologically sensitive and any impact to hillside erosion needs to be actively monitored 
to protect Cultus Lake’s watershed, water quality, fish and wildlife habitat, protect the 
people, their homes, and road access to Cultus Lake and surrounding areas.  
 
Given that Kirkness Pacific Holdings is blasting and crushing rock at the eastern peak of 
Vedder Mountain, we ask, “Are the new creeks and flood damage symptoms of excessive   
gravel mining, and does this reinforce the need for an extensive environmental 
assessment of Vedder Mountain?”. CLASS members look forward to hearing what plans 
the Ministry has regarding our concerns.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Cultus Lake Aquatic Stewards 
 
CULTUS LAKE AQUATIC STEWARDSHIP STRATEGY [CLASS]  
We, the Cultus Lake Aquatic Stewardship Strategy (CLASS) stakeholder group, began in 
October 2007.  We are made up of concerned residents, non-profit organizations, and all 
levels of government to meet and share information, understand, and maintain the health 
of the Cultus Lake watershed.  We recognize that the local economies of 3 million 
visitors (as measured by the Fraser Valley Regional District) depend on the Cultus Lake 
water quality. Lake water quality can be impacted by resource extraction. We recognize 
in our Vision Statement that: 
 
Cultus Lake is a diverse productive lake ecosystem, offering recreational opportunity that 
is healthy, safe and enjoyable for all with respect and stewardship of the biological, 
ecological, spiritual, cultural and aesthetic values of this ecosystem. 
 
The CLASS group aims to work in an open and inclusive manner towards encouraging 
care and stewardship values through an informed public process and we expect that 
people who do business in the Cultus Lake watershed will join us in protecting its future. 
 
Cc   
 BC Minister of Environment, Hon. Terry Lake 
 BC Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Don McCrae 
 BC Minister of Energy and Mines, Hon. Rich Coleman 
  Parliamentary Secretary for Natural Resource Operations Review to the Minister     
  of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations, Randy Hawes 
 Agricultural Land Commission Chair, Richard Bullock 
 Our MLA, Hon. Barry Penner, also Attorney General  



 Senior Inspector of Mines, Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum   
     Resources, Ed Taje 
 City of Chilliwack Mayor, Sharon Gaetz 
 Fraser Valley Regional District Electoral Area E, David Lamson 
 Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Regional Director General, Susan Farlinger 
 Soowahlie First Nation, Chief Otis Jasper 
 Cultus Lake Parks Board Chair, Sacha Peter 
 Gravel Operator, Bryan Kirkness 
 Cultus Lake Community Association President, Dave  Clyne 
 Vedder Mtn. Preservation Group, Victor Froese 
  
 
 
 


